






Phone 218-998-0544, ext. 2621
From the Executive Director...

Voters in the Fergus Falls School District voted “yes” on a 
$32.5 million bond referendum in May.  The local tax dollars 
will be used for:
 - An addition of eight classrooms and a gym at   
 Cleveland Elementary to serve grades 3-5 ($2.8   
 million).
 - An addition and remodel of the middle school to   
 serve grades six through eight in the lower level and  
 nine through twelve in the upper level ($24.5 million).
 - A remodel of the high school for the district offi ces,  
 community education, adult basic education, and  
 the alternative learning center.  The senior high   
 vocational wing and gym will continue to be used by  
 students ($5.2 million).
 - Completion of maintenance projects at existing   
 buildings.
Construction of the addition at Cleveland Elementary 
has begun and will be completed by the beginning of the 
2008-2009 school year.  The construction and remodel at the 
Middle School will start in mid-March 2008, to be completed 
sometime in 2010.  The remodel of the High School will begin 
once all of the High School students have been moved to the 
“new” Middle School/High School.

The City of Fergus Falls, the Hockey Association, and the 
school district are also looking at the possibility of building 
a new ice arena at the Middle School, next to the new gym, 
or at the High School, where the “College Wing” is currently 
located.  The money would come from private donations and 
would not affect the $32.5 million bond referendum already 
passed.  

For updates on the building project, please go to the district’s 
website at: www.fergusfalls.k12.mn.us.

District Bond Referendum Passes
Ahhh...  As I write this, the last reunion for the 2007 
reunion season has just wrapped up.  What a busy 
summer it was!  There were 14 reunions, including 
a nurse’s reunion and my very own 10 year reunion.  
Pictures from all of the reunions are on the Foundation’s 
website.  If you get a chance, please take a few minutes to 
look at them … especially if your class had a reunion and 
you weren’t able to attend.

Included in this newsletter is a copy of our October 2007 Treasurer’s 
Report.  Hopefully you’ll get a better idea of where our money is 
coming from and where it’s going.  A complete listing of grants awarded 
since 2000 can be found on our website under “Grant Information.”  If 
you have any further questions, please contact me.

At some point in February, I will be going on a six week maternity 
leave.  My husband, Brian, and I are expecting our second child, a girl, 
on Valentine’s Day.  Rick Schara, the previous executive director, will 
be fi lling in for me a few hours per week.  He’ll be checking messages, 
getting mail, and logging donations.  Thank you’s and renewals may 
or may not be going out at this time, so please be patient.  You will get 
them eventually.  And if your phone call or email doesn’t get answered 
as promptly as you’re used to, now you’ll know why!  Between Rick 
and I, we’ll get the important stuff covered!

With that, have a wonderful holiday season and remember to get your 
year-end donations in!  All donations dated prior to December 31, 2007 
will be eligible for the 2007 tax season.

Mindy Fuder

Foundation Welcomes Three New Board Members
Stephanie (Opatz) Hoff graduated from Fergus 
Falls High School in 1996.  She graduated from the 
University of Minnesota - Morris in 1999 with a degree 
in Mass Communications and a minor in English.  She 
is currently working at Otter Tail Power Company in 
Fergus Falls as a Communication Specialist.  She and her 
husband, Nathan (‘94), have been married for 8 years.  

Kristi (Kvern) Wentworth graduated from Fergus Falls 
High School in 1987.  She received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Nursing from Winona State 
University.  She is currently the district nurse for the 
Fergus Falls School District.  She and her husband, 
Kevin, have three children - Alexis, Logan, and Cole.
Kristi Hastings graduated from Ashley Public School in 
North Dakota in 1994.  She received her undergraduate 
degree in Fine Arts and Communication from the 
University of North Dakota (UND).  She then went on to 
receive her Juris Doctorate (law degree), also from UND, 
in 2001.  She is currently a partner at the Pemberton, 
Sorlie, Rufer, and Kershner Law Firm.  She and her 
husband, Jason, have two children, Ava Lilly and Dane.

October 31, 2007 Treasurer’s Report
Revenue
Contributions     $2,335.00
Restricted Gifts          875.00
Corporate Gifts               550.00
Memorials          735.00
Fund Raising Projects            50.00
Dues/Membership      1,297.00
Interest & Dividend Income     1,748.93
Total Receipts                      $7,590.93

Expense
Donations/Grants               $9,145.00
Administrative Expense      1.500.00
Offi ce Expense            130.31
Project Expense        700.00
Depreciation Expense                39.00
Total Disbursements                     $11,514.31

   Net Loss - ($3,923.38)
Assets
Security State Bank Checking   $2,701.76
Vanguard Account    90,914.58
Vanguard Account - Olson   63,644.61
Vanguard Account - Wessberg   50,875.00
Equipment         2,366.00
Accumulated Depreciation        (1,014.00)
Total Assets                 $209,487.95
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The athletic reputation for former Fergus Falls Otter star 
 Chuck Weiss, who returned home at the end of September 

to attend his 50th high school reunion, has continued to 
enhance with each passing year.  During the Homecoming 
football game he was recognized by the Fergus Falls School 
District as a new member of its Athletic Hall of Fame.

“Chuck’s athletic contributions to Fergus Falls High School, 
and the school district as a whole, speak for themselves,” 
1958 FFHS grad, Weiss teammate, and 544 Foundation board 
member Roger Sinner said.

Coach Norm Galloway’s football team, led by running back 
Weiss, fi nished 8-0 in the fall of 1956 after going 9-0 the 
previous season. There were no post-season playoffs in 
those days.  In basketball, Weiss was a power forward when 
coach Duane Baglien’s Otters went 27-1 and took third place 
at the 1957 state high school basketball tournament — when 
there still was only a one-class system.  This followed a 20-5 
season in 1955-56, when Weiss was a junior.  Add those 
numbers — for football and basketball when Weiss was a 
junior and senior — and a person comes up with 64 wins 
and only 6 losses.  People say that records are made to be 
broken, but most long-time Otter fans believe the 2-year 64-6 
Otter football/basketball record will stand for a long time.

Former coach and radio sports announcer Oats LeGrand, who 
came to Fergus Falls in 1952 and who now lives in Valley City, 
ND, said Weiss was far and away the best athlete to perform 
for the Otters in all of the years he followed varsity events.  
Prior to 1953, according to long-time sports enthusiasts, 1944 
Otter star Evie Faunce takes top honors.

For his part, Weiss — who currently lives in San Jose, CA, 
and who was a self-employed businessman in material 
handling equipment — has remained low key by all of the 

Weiss Still an Otter Star a Half Century Later
Written by Tom Hintgen for the Fergus Falls Daily Journal

accolades that have come his way over the years.   “Just 
being remembered for playing sports 50 years ago is a big 
high for me,” Weiss said. “Getting the award from School 
District 544 — and being named to the Hall of Fame — is a 
great honor and is truly appreciated.” 

Close friend and 1957 Otter basketball teammate Curt Reinan 
said the recognition for Weiss is not overstated.  “Chuck was 
a super athlete, no doubt about it,” Reinan said.  “The wins 
our junior and senior years in football and basketball refl ect 
Chuck’s dominance on the football fi eld and basketball court.”

In the latter part of the 1950s, Weiss was to Fergus Falls High 
School athletics what Harmon Killebrew later became to the 
Minnesota Twins in the 1960s.  Opponents recall running back 
Weiss crushing through the line with brute strength and being 
a tenacious scorer and rebounder in basketball.

Younger brother Darryl Weiss, a sophomore member of the 
1957 Otter state tournament team when his older brother 
Chuck was a senior, said the emotional high of playing in the 
state classic stayed with them for many years.  “For Chuck 
and me, what actually took place at the state tournament in 
1957 seems like a dream, even today,” Darryl Weiss said, 
during an interview for the book Baglien’s Partisans that 
chronicled the magical FFHS season 50 years ago. “It’s 
amazing that the people of Fergus still appreciate our efforts 
after all of these years.”

The fi ve newest members of the Fergus Falls High School Hall 
of Fame are as follows: Mike Heikes (‘82) and Lance Johnson 
(‘56) as Distinguished Alumni; Chuck Weiss (‘57) for athletics, 
Judith (Miller) Ranheim (‘58) for the arts, and Don Stueve for 
Distinguished Service.

It’s time to dig out those old shoes and blow up that 
defl ated basketball in the back of your garage!  The 
Foundation is sponsoring its fi rst alumni basketball 
tournament.  The tournament will be held on Saturday, 
January 19, 2008 in the High School Gym starting at 
9:00 am.  To be eligible, you must be a Fergus Falls 
High School graduate.  All ages are welcome!  For 
more information and a registration form, please go to 
the Foundation’s website at www.544foundation.org.  
The registration deadline is January 9.

Alumni Basketball Tournament - Second Try! Please let Mindy know when you have a date set for your 
2008 Class Reunion.  She will post it on the website, along 
with any other information you provide.  If you need a class 
list (includes names, addresses, phone numbers, and email 
addresses), please contact Mindy before January 15, 2008 or 
after April 1, 2008.

Scholarships...
The Foundation has a few scholarships available 
for graduating seniors and beyond.  Please go to 
the Foundation’s website for more information and 
scholarship applications.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mindy.

The Foundation’s offi ce hours are 
Mondays and Thursdays from 

9am-12pm or by appointment.

Fall Sports Records
Football: 3-6      Volleyball: 14-13 

Boys Soccer: 12-5-3      Girls Soccer: 6-10-4 
Girls Swimming/Diving: Conference and 

Section Champions 
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